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At Christmas we think of baby Jesus lying in a manger. Then we tend to fast-
forward to Jesus’ baptism and the beginning of his ministry. But what happened 
between those events? Jesus grew up! The Son of God was a toddler, a boy, a teenager, 
and then a young man. As Jesus grew, Joseph and Mary modeled a lifestyle of obedience 
and faithfulness and provided a healthy environment in which Jesus could grow. 
Although the Bible tells us little about Jesus growing up, we do know that God’s grace 
was with Jesus in a special way. From his birth, and throughout his ministry, Jesus did 
what was right.

Children love to imagine what Jesus was like as a child. They may wonder if Jesus 
really understands their feelings. Did he ever skin his knee? Was Jesus afraid at night? 
What was his favorite bedtime story? Did he have to eat broccoli, too? Although we may 
not be able to answer these questions, we can assure children that Jesus was a child and 
that he experienced the same things most children experience—runny noses, teasing, 
temptation, and anxious parents. Yet he always chose to do what was right. The lessons in 
this module will help children see that they can choose to do the right things, too.

Four Lessons on Jesus Grows Up

Jesus Grows Up
Module 2

Lesson Bible Point Page Bible Basis

6 Jesus did what was right and so did his family. 87 Luke 2:21-40

7 Jesus did what was right when he was a boy. 101 Luke 2:41-52

8 Jesus did what was right and pleased God. 115 Matthew 3:13-17

9 Jesus did what was right even when it was hard. 127 Matthew 4:1-11
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Time Stretchers
n Father, May I? Game

Play this game as you would play Mother, May I? Have 
children line up along one wall while you stand at the opposite 
wall. Give a command to each student such as “David, take three 
baby steps.” The student must then ask, “Father, may I?” or be 
sent back to the wall. If the child responds correctly, say, “Yes, you 

may,” and then have the student follow your instructions to move forward. You may want 
to give another direction such as, “No, you may not, but you may take five giant steps.” 
Again, the child must ask, “Father, may I?” and wait for you to give the OK. As children 
reach the opposite wall, give each one a stamp on the hand with the thumbs up stamp.

Explain that Jesus always did what was right and what pleased his heavenly Father. 
If you have more than 10 children, you may want to call on two or three children at 
a time. Make the game more challenging by using interesting combinations of hops, 
jumps, twirl steps, backward steps, leaps, and scissor steps.

n Jesus Did It, So Can I!
Use this finger play to help children remember that Jesus did what was right as he 

grew up.

When Jesus was a little boy (hold hand low as if measuring),
His hands and feet were small. (Hold up hands and stomp feet.)
He couldn’t reach the top shelf (reach up high),
For he wasn’t very tall. (Pat top of head.)
But he always did just what was right (fold hands in lap)
From morning ’til day was done. (Yawn and stretch, and then lay head on hands.)
For Jesus was more than just a boy (hold hand low as if measuring);
He was God’s own special Son! (Hug self.)

And just like Jesus, I am small (pat head)
With little hands and feet. (Hold up hands.)
It’s hard to reach the top shelf (reach up high)
And to sit still in my seat. (Wiggle around.)
But I’ll do my best to do what’s right (fold hands in lap)
To make my Father smile. (Point to heaven.)
For I am more than just a kid (pat head);
I’m God’s own special child! (Hug self.)

Remembering God’s Word
Each four- or five-week module focuses on a key Bible verse. The key verse for this 

module is “Do what is right and good in the Lord’s sight” (Deuteronomy 6:18a). 
This module’s key verse will teach children that doing what is right means obeying 

God’s Word.

n The Right Choice
Read the key verse aloud, and have children repeat it after you. Then say: God 

wants us to do things that are good and right. Let’s play a game that will 
help us see what those things are.

Give sheets of newspaper to children, and have them wad their papers into paper 
balls. Have children sit in a line down the middle of the room. Place a Bible on a chair 
to the right. Say: I’ll read little stories about different people. Then you can 
decide whether the people in the stories did what was good and right or 
whether they did something that was bad. If you think they did the right 
thing, toss your paper toward the chair with the Bible on it. If you think 
they did the wrong thing, toss your paper to the other side. Ready?

Read the following situations, pausing after each one to allow children to “cast their 
votes.” After children have decided, have them retrieve a paper ball (it doesn’t have to be 
their own) and sit down in the line again.

• Sarah found a $10 bill on the floor at church. She wanted to keep it, but 
she knew that whoever lost it was probably sad. So Sarah took the $10 bill 
to the church office.

• Andy thought he would play a joke on his mom. When she came to pick 
him up from Sunday school, he hid behind the bookshelf so she couldn’t find 
him. She was afraid that he was lost.

• Kyra brought her new birthday toys to kindergarten to show her 
friends. At recess, she let everyone except Ashley play with them. She told 
Ashley that she wasn’t her friend.

• Patrick was playing in the living room when he accidentally knocked 
over his mom’s favorite lamp and broke it. When his mom asked who broke 
the lamp, Patrick told her that he was sorry he’d done it.

Read the key verse again, and then have each child say the verse and toss his or her 
paper ball into the trash can.

n Singin’ It Right!
Teach children “Do What the Lord Says” to the tune of “The Mulberry Bush” to 

help children remember the key verse. This song is not on the CD.

Do what is right and good,
Right and good,
Right and good.
Do what is right and good
In the Lord’s sight.

After you sing the song, have children share some of the good and right things that 
God wants them to do. Children may mention things such as sharing, being kind, 
helping parents, or being honest. When everyone has shared, sing the song again.

If the ink pad is dry, moisten it with 
three to five drops of water.
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Story Enhancements
Make Bible stories come alive in your classroom by bringing in Bible costumes, 

setting out sensory items, or creating bulletin boards. When children learn with their 
five senses as well as with their hearts and minds, lessons come alive and children 
remember them. Each week bring in one or more items to help involve and motivate 
children in the Bible lessons they’ll be learning. The following ideas will help get you 
started.

n Lesson 6
• Bring in a blossoming plant. Talk about the care and nurture that help a plant 

grow. Discuss how Mary and Joseph cared for and nurtured baby Jesus so he would 
grow up to be a healthy child.

• Have a church member bring in a baby and explain what it’s like to care for 
a newborn. Explain that Jesus was just a newborn when Mary and Joseph brought 
him to Jerusalem. Talk about how important it was for God’s Son to have loving and 
godly parents.

n Lesson 7
• Use a roll of shelf paper to make a simple scroll, and show it to the children. Allow 

children to draw pictures of their favorite Bible stories on the scroll. Talk about how in 
Bible times scrolls were all handwritten. They didn’t have many copies of them, as we 
have of the Bible today. Explain that people had to memorize the Scriptures and talk 
about them continuously to remember God’s Word.

• Have a pastor come in to answer children’s questions about the church. Remind 
them that Mary and Joseph found Jesus in the Temple, asking the teachers lots of 
questions.

n Lesson 8
• Bring in a jar of honey and pictures of locusts—foods that John the Baptist ate in 

the wilderness. If possible, bring in a piece of horsehide or some other kind of leather so 
children can feel what John’s clothes might have been like.

• Set out a pie tin of mud, a dishpan of clean water, and several paper towels. Allow 
children to dip their hands in the mud and then rinse them in the clean water. Explain 
that John’s baptism was a symbol of sins being washed away.

n Lesson 9
• Bring in a fresh, fragrant loaf of bread you’ve baked from frozen bread dough. Pass 

it around, but don’t allow children to eat any of it at first. Talk about how delicious this 
bread would look to someone who hadn’t eaten in 40 days. Remind children that even 
though Jesus was hungry and tired, he did what was right and overcame temptation.


